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Name of Lesson Plan/Activity: Tet Offensive Presidential Committee

Created By:  Tina M. Uebersax  

Grade/Level: 10th or 11th / Honors or AP

Subject(s): US History

Lesson Duration:  One 90 minute block or Two 45 minute classes

Goals:  The purpose of this lesson is three fold.  First, students will gain knowledge about the 
Vietnam War pertaining to United States History, specifically the Tet Offensive a major turning 
point in the war as well as American public opinion of the war.  Second, students will strengthen 
their analysis and evaluation skills through the use of primary source documents.  Finally students 
will practice their historical writing skills using evidence gathered from the primary source 
documents.

Objectives:
● Analyze primary source documents.
● Summarize information from the primary source documents.
● Explain the Tet Offensive and American Public Opinion toward the war in Vietnam.
● Analyze American Public Opinion of the war in Vietnam, US involvement and President 

Johnson.
● Evaluate and assess the information presented to formulate a cohesive statement.
● Generate a historically written document about the Tet offensive and public opinion.

Primary Document(s) Used:  Lyndon Baines Johnson Library Collection
 March 31, 1968 Speech Box 47

Volume 2: Doc 6, Doc 7, Doc 10, Doc 13, Doc 16, Doc 19, Doc 23a, Doc 26a, Doc 38, 
Doc 39, Doc 41, Doc 52a, Doc 53b, 

 March 31, 1968 Speech Box 48
  Volume 4: Doc 16a, Doc 21b, Doc 22b, Doc 44a, 
  Volume 5: Doc 4, Doc 11, Doc 15, Doc 19, Doc 25, Doc 31, Doc 36, Doc 38, Doc 85a
 Office Files of Mildred Stegall Box 64B
  Protesting United States Intervention in Vietnam and Student Agitation Report
  Docs 64a, 65a, 70a, 70b, 71, 71a

Additional Sources:
Teachers are encouraged to use the LBJ Library website in conjuction with the matericals.
http://www.lbjlibrary.org/

Advanced Prep Needed: 
Do to copy write laws some materials are not available with this lesson.  Maps, Political Cartoons, 
Images/Photos from the Vietnam era will need to be obtained by the teacher before hand.  

http://www.lbjlibrary.org/
http://www.lbjlibrary.org/


Adaptations:
This lesson can be used with on level United States History students as long as the teacher scales 
down the readings.  One could take paragraphs and excerpts from the primary documents to be 
used by the students.

Vocabulary/Terms:
 VC, Vietminh, Viet-Cong, NVA, ARVAN, Ho Chi Minh, Tet, Westmoreland, escalation

Introduction:
Tell the students that they have been chosen by President Johnson to be on a special committee to 
evaluate the situation in Vietnam from January 29th to February 11th 1968.  Before that can happen 
they first must be briefed on the events in Vietnam leading up to January 29th 1968.  Pass out the 
Vietnam time lines and/or the Vietnam background sheet for the students to read through.  Next 
present and explain the vocabulary/terms listed (theses terms are found in the documents so 
students must be aware of them before hand).   This activity should take no more than 15 to 20 
minutes.  For those who are pressed for time consider assigning the vocabulary/terms the night 
before as prep for the next day. 

Suggestion:  Have the students create a vocabulary/term sheet that includes as least one visual for 
each explanation.  This can be gathered off the Internet or drawn by the student.  There is a sample 
vocabulary/term sheet included.

Suggestion: Create a power point presentation from the times lines and background information 
sheet and include pictures with descriptions of the vocabulary and terms.  Make it look official by 
adding the words ‘confidential’ or ‘top secret’ to help the students transition into their roles as 
presidential advisers.  

Development/
Procedure:
Tet Offensive and Situation in Vietnam:
Gather students into groups of 3-5 and hand them a folder containing the documents for analysis 
(Box 47: Docs 6, 7, 10, 13, 14, 16, 19, 23, 26, 38, 39, 41, 52, 53 Box 48: Docs 4, 11, 15, 19, 25, 31, 
36, 38, 85)  Remind students that they have been chosen by the President to complete this very 
important task.  They are receiving ‘top secret’ and ‘ confidential” primary source documents from 
various sources that they will need to analyze and summarize before presenting their findings to the 
President.  There are 23 documents that the students need to work with which means that they must 
break up the work between each group member.  Each group member must analyze and summarize 
their documents and their report their findings to the other members.  As a group they will write a 
formal statement for the President about the situation.  Students should be given 30 minutes to 
complete this activity and each student should analyze at least 5 documents.  The Tet Offensive 
Presidential Committee Handout accompanies this activity.  At the end of the 30 minutes have the 
groups share their report and discuss things that they found interesting about the documents. 



Assessment/Evaluation:  As the students are working the teacher should be walking around 
informally assessing the progress of the students.  At the end of the activity/lesson the teacher can 
collect the Tet Offensive Presidential Committee Handout as another assessment.  

Note:  Those who are breaking this up into a 2 day activity would end with the discussion and 
collection of the Tet Offensive Presidential Committee Handout.  As an exit ticket the students could 
state one interesting fact they gathered from their analysis.  Then pick up the next class session by 
having someone recap the previous class before moving into the next activity.

Public Opinion:
After the students have assessed the situation in Vietnam from January 29th to February 11th 1968 
ask them how they think the public would have reacted to the situation in Vietnam.  Discuss 
possible reactions and note reactions of the public to recent military actions in Iraq and 
Afghanistan.  
 
Instruct the students that President Johnson was impress with their analysis of the situation in 
Vietnam and would like their help discerning American Public Opinion.  Using a power point 
presentation present the students with political cartoons depicting American Public Opinion at the 
time.  Also include documents highlighting demonstrations at this time from two different protest 
groups. (Box 64B: Docs 64, 65, 70, 71)  Have the students either take notes on their own or using 
the Public Opinion and Vietnam War handout.  They will need this information as well as their 
earlier analysis to complete the Presidents final task.  Have students take note of images used in the 
political cartoons as well as the captions.  Try to have them describe the cartoon and give a one 
sentence summary.  Once they have seen at least 5 cartoons show them the protest documents and 
pictures.  What can they gather from this information?  Then pose these final questions:  Are any of 
these feeling and sentiments similar to how people react today to military action?  Are there any 
differences?  What about the protests?  Similarities/Differences?  What is the overall opinion 
toward Vietnam?  Is there clearly one predominate message?  This discussion can be done within 
their original groups or as a large group.

Assessment/Evaluation:
The final task asked of you by the President is to either create a detailed course of action for the 
situation in Vietnam or to write a speech for the President assessing the  situation in Vietnam and 
reassuring the people of the United States.  

Closure/Conclusion:
Play the u-tube video of President Johnson’s March 31 1968 Speech.  In the speech President 
Johnson addresses the situation in Vietnam, a course of action, as well as his decision not to run for 
re-election.  As a class you can discuss similarities and differences between the students’ 
suggestions to the President and their speeches.

Assessment/Evaluation:
Throughout the lesson the formal and informal assessments and evaluations should enable the 
teacher to fully assess the students mastery of the objectives.



Presidential Course of Action Vietnam
or

Presidential Speech on Vietnam

Directions:
With your knowledge of the current situation in Vietnam as well as your background in 
American public opinion President Johnson has one final task for you to complete.  He 
plans on addressing the American people in regards to Vietnam.  He would like from 
you either a detailed course of action for Vietnam, which should include evidence from 
your documents that support this course OR a speech that he can use to address the 
nation assessing the Vietnam situation and reassuring the people of United States, 
which should include as much evidence as possible without jeopardizing national 
security.  



Public Opinion and the Vietnam War

Directions:
Upon reading your statement and analysis of the situation in Vietnam President 
Johnson has decided to seek your help in another matter, public opinion.  He is 
concerned with this new course of events in Vietnam and is trying to devise a plan of 
action.  The President does not want to proceed until he understands the position of the 
public at this time.  Your first assignment is to assess the general opinion of the public 
towards the war in Vietnam.

As a class we will be reviewing and analyzing primary source documents that deal with 
public opinion and the Vietnam War.  Use the space provided to take notes on the 
documents as they will come in handy during your finally task set forth by President 
Johnson.

Notes:



Tet Offensive Presidential Committee

Directions:
In preparation for your meeting with President Johnson you will need to take notes on 
the primary source documents that you analyze.  Each member of your group will 
analyze at least 5 primary source documents.  Then the group will use the information 
gathered to create a brief statement for the President assessing the situation in Vietnam 
at this time.

Please DO NOT mark on the documents.  You will have 30 minutes to complete this 
task.  It is suggested that you use 15 to 20 minutes analyzing your primary documents 
and 15 to 10 minutes discussing and creating your statement.

Notes:

Document Title:

Document Author/Source:

Document Summary:

Document Title:

Document Author/Source:

Document Summary:

Document Title:

Document Author/Source:

Document Summary:

Document Title:

Document Author/Source:

Document Summary:



Document Title:

Document Author/Source:

Document Summary:

Document Title:

Document Author/Source:

Document Summary:

Statement for the President:



Background Information Vietnam

Vietnam had been under the control of various groups over the 
centuries, including China, Japan, and the French.  During World War II 
while under Japanese control U.S. forces from the Office of Strategic 
Services, code named Deer Mission, trained Vietnamese to combat the 
Japanese.  One of the Vietnamese trained by the United States was a man 
by the name of Ho Chi Minh.  In September of 1945 Ho Chi Minh declared 
Vietnam an independent nation.  After the end of World War II Chinese 
troops descended into Vietnam and the French, who were in control of 
Vietnam before the war, were allowed back into the country to help drive 
out the Chinese troops in 1946.  Skirmishes between French and 
Vietnamese troops broke out and by December 1946 Ho Chi Minh  and the 
Viet Minh established a base of operations in the north and declared war 
on the French.  In 1950 Ho Chi Minh declared his Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam the only legal government.  The ‘Dirty Little War’ as is was known 
as in France can to an end in 1954 when they were defeated by the Viet 
Minh at Dien Bien Phu.  At the peace talks Vietnam was divided at the 17th 
parallel into North Vietnam controlled by The Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam and South Vietnam controlled by the Republic of Vietnam.  As the 
French left Vietnam the United States began funneling aid to South 
Vietnam.  In the same year North Vietnam began accepting aid from the 
Soviet Union.  As the years rolled by fighting continued between the North 
and the South and U.S. aid increased.  In 1964 the Gulf of Tonkin incident 
drew the United States into the war and by 1965 the first American troops 
landed on the beaches of Danang.  American money, weapons, bombs and 
troops continued to flow into Vietnam over the years and by 1968 a tipping 
point had been reached.  

Source:
Karnow, Stanley. Vietnam A History. New York: The Viking Press, 1983.  Print.   



Vocabulary/Term Worksheet

Term with Definition    Visual
Example:

General Westmoreland
Commander of the US forces in Vietnam



Vietnam:  Background History

Original Settlement
§ originally settled by various tribes of Asian peoples about 3,000 years ago
§ tribes entered from the north and gradually moved south
§ each tribe carved out a portion of the country for themselves to settle in
§ most tribes had similar cultures and languages

Chinese Occupation
§ conquered by Chinese emperors 111 B.C. to 939 A.D.
§ Chinese introduced religions—Buddhism, Confucianism, and Taoism
§ Chinese also introduced feudal government, written language

Independence
§ defeated Chinese rulers and declared independence 939 A.D.
§ defeated invading army of Kubli Khan in 1288
§ remained independent vassal states for almost 900 years

French Colonialism
§ French conquered a portion of Vietnam and ruled as a colony 1858-1884
§ French Indochina—French held territory of Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia; ruled as protectorate from 1884 

to 1940

Japanese Occupation
§ Japanese forces defeated the French in 1940
§ Japanese-backed regime ruled Vietnam from 1940-1945

Division of Vietnam
§ Ho Chi Minh, a popular communist guerrilla, formed the Vietminh (Independence)League in 1944 to fight 

the Japanese forces in Vietnam
§ Ho Chi Minh's army (with aid from Russian and Chinese communists) gains control of northern Vietnam in 

1945
§ French tried to re-establish colonial rule in 1945 and fought Ho Chi Minh's communists from 1945-1954
§ Geneva Accord signed in 1954 divided Vietnam in two sectors:

§ Communist North Vietnam under President Ho Chi Minh above 17th Parallel
§ Republic of South Vietnam under President Ngo Dinh Diem below 17th Parallel

§ fighting persisted in Vietnam from 1954 to 1963 with the Vietcong in South trying to unify the country with 
the aid of communists from the North

United States Involvement
§ United States sent military advisors to train and assist South Vietnamese people from 1959 to 1964
§ Vietcong-backed military coup in November 1963 prompted United States President Lyndon Johnson to 

commit U.S. troops (as part of a United Nations action) to keep the entire country from falling to the 
communist forces

 Source:  
 www.stark.k12.oh.us
 Stark County Educational Service Center; Canton, Ohio



Vietnam Timeline

1959: American military advisors were killed in Vietnam – the first US
          casualties; the Ho Chi Minh Trail was first used
 
1960: the National Liberation Front (NLF) was formed in Hanoi though in 
the South, they were known as the Vietcong (VC)
 
1961: US President Kennedy pledged extra aid to South Vietnam
 
1962: The number of US military advisors increased from 700 to 12,000
 
1963: President Diem was killed in a military coup
          15,000 US military advisors were in South Vietnam
 
1964: the Gulf of Tonkin incident; Congress passed the ‘Gulf of Tonkin
          Resolution’; America bombs targets in North Vietnam; NLF   attacked 
US air bases
 
1965: ‘Operation Rolling Thunder’ started; first US combat troops were sent 
to Vietnam in March; by the end of the year there were 200,000 US troops 
there; first major conventional clash between USA and NVA at Ia Drang
 
1966: 400,000 US troops were in Vietnam
 
1967: 490,000 US troops in Vietnam; Nguyen Van Thieu became President 
of South Vietnam
 
1968: Tet Offensive; demonstrations against the war started in America; My 
Lai massacre; peace talks began in Paris; 540,000 US troops in Vietnam; 
anti-Vietnam War riots in Chicago (August)
 
1969: Nixon ordered the secret bombing of Cambodia; ‘Vietnamization’
started; Nixon announced the start of US troop withdrawals; Ho Chi
Minh died; 480,000 US troops in Vietnam; My Lai massacre made
public in November

http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/ho_chi_minh_trail.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/ho_chi_minh_trail.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/national_liberation_front.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/national_liberation_front.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/kennedy_vietnam.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/kennedy_vietnam.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/gulf_tonkin_1964.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/gulf_tonkin_1964.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/air_warfare_vietnam.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/air_warfare_vietnam.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/tet_offensive.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/tet_offensive.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/my_lai_massacre.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/my_lai_massacre.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/my_lai_massacre.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/my_lai_massacre.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/vietnamisation.htm
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/vietnamisation.htm
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