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Mr. Daniels’s Savio Lesson Plan     U.S. Government  (75 min)       

Unit 6 Lesson Title: Policymaking Process & Evaluation
 
BTEOTL 1) Describe the processes for the development of government policy
LWBAT   2) Explain the challenges to creating effective government policies

Resources: LBJ Library Primary documents in exhibit folders, handout guide, background powerpoint

Pre-knowledge: Students will have previously studied the foundations of government, theories of democracy, 
political parties, government branches & powers, civil liberties and civil rights, interest groups, and the media

Vocabulary/Terms: Separation of Powers, Checks and Balances, Filibuster, Cloture, Informal Powers, Federalism, 
Interest Groups, Majoritarian Democracy, Pluralist Democracy, Presidential Powers, Congressional Powers, Bureaucracy, 
Judicial Powers , Iron Triangle, Media Influence , Equality of Opportunity, Equality of Outcome, 14th Amendment,
13th Amendment, Freedom v. Equality, Structure of Congress, Compromise, Political Parties

1) Opening Introduction           15 min

Before organizing groups and starting exercise, give students 10 minute powerpoint overview of the issue they 
are studying: federal policy of addressing discrimination in housing in the United States. Stats, graph, charts, 
pics.

Activity Directions
1)  Students will work in groups of 2 or 3 to conduct a policymaking process investigation
2)  Students will obtain and review exhibits of various documents and identify their relation to various policy 
processes and important government concepts listed on their handout guide
3)  Once students have finished with a document, they should return it and obtain another file/document
4)  After reviewing and discussing documents in groups, students should complete the questions on their 
worksheet and be ready to share their findings in class

2)  Primary Document Review & Research         45 min

Give student groups time to obtain documents, read and record observations on document review sheets!
Teacher circulates and helps students review documents, answer questions

3) Class Discussion & Closure          15 min

Have students share answers to various questions posed on the handout worksheet.

General Questions for Discussion:
What do they understand in general about the legislative process from this activity?
What do they understand about iron triangles from this activity?
What are the main challenges to passing policy laws in the American government system?
How did this issue highlight the struggle between equality of opportunity and outcome?
How did this issue relate to the theories of majoritarian and pluralist democracy?
How did this issue represent a choice between freedom and equality?
How did this issue highlight the concept of federalism?



Other topics or ideas that students wanted to discuss related to government & civil rights?

Assignment: 1-2 Page Written Reflection on the policymaking process using the above prompt questions.
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Directions:
1)  Work in groups of 2 or 3 to conduct a policymaking process investigation
2)  Obtain and review at least 10 exhibits of various documents and identify their relation to various policy 
processes and important government concepts listed on their handout guide. 
3)  Mark the exhibit letter next to the topic(s) and write a short explanation why it is related to that topic
4)  When finished with a document, return it and obtain another file/document
5)  Complete the questions on the worksheet and be ready to discuss with the class.

Important Government Concepts
Separation of Powers  Checks and Balances  Filibuster   Informal Powers
Interest Groups   Majoritarian Democracy Pluralist Democracy  Presidential Powers
Congressional Powers  Judicial Powers   Bureaucracy   Iron Triangle
Media Influence  Equality of Opportunity  Equality of Outcome  14th Amendment
13th Amendment  Freedom v. Equality  Federalism   Structure of Congress
Compromise   Political Parties

Exhibit List (number of pages)
A) Taylor 1965 Memo to the Vice President (1)
B) Senator Javits’s 1965 Letter to the President (2)

C) Cloture Vote Strategy Memo March 1968 (1)
D) Groups Supporting Extension of Executive Order 11063 Memo 1965 (2)

E) Summary of Housing Provisions in 1966 Housing Legislation (1)
F)  House Vote Worksheet with Tallies April 1968 (8)

G) AFL CIO Letter of Support to President February 1967 (1)
H) Advisor Califono's 1965 Memo to the President (3)

I) Johnson Letter on Closure Vote March 1968 (1)
J) Committee Vote Counts Memo March 1966 (2)

K) Kennedy's Executive Order 11063 November 1962 (5)
L) Department of Housing and Development Appropriation Voting April 1968 (1)

M) Extending Executive Order 11063 Memo 1965 (10)
N) President Directive of Act Implementation May 1968 (2)

O) Katzenbach Memo regarding Legislation July 1965 (2)
P) Day of Act Signing Statement by Johnson April 1968 (3)

Q) Califono's Memo on Fair Housing Legislation December  1965 (2)
R) President's Committee on Equal Opportunity in Housing List 1965 (2)

S) NAACP Wire sent to members of Congress February 1967 (1)
T) Sanders Memo about Rules Committee Vote March 1968 (1)

U) Statement Regarding Death of Martin Luther King April 1968 (1)
V) Weaver Memo to California regarding Homebuilder Resolution May 1968 (1)

W) Wilson's Memo on Legislative Strategy March 66 (2)
X)  Business Leaders Support Letter March 1968 (2)

Y) Opposition Letter to the President August 1966 (1)
Z)  Fair Housing Committee of Yonkers Letter March 1967 (1)

Part 1: Government Topics and Primary Source Examples



**Must evaluate a minimum of 10 different primary sources for PASSING CREDIT!!**

Exhibit   Concept(s)   Explanation      

Part II: Discussion Questions
Write short answers to at least 4 questions on the handout and then be ready for discussion.

1) What are key aspects of the legislative process highlighted in this activity?



2) Describe the iron triangles present in this activity.

3) What are the main challenges to passing policy laws in the American government system?

4) How did this issue relate to the theories of majoritarian and pluralist democracy?

5) How did this issue represent a choice between freedom and equality?

6) How did this issue highlight the concept of federalism?

7) How did this issue highlight the struggle between equality of opportunity and outcome?
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