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Title: LBJ’s Great Society 
 

Created by: Bradford Cake
 
Grade: High School
 
Subject: Advanced Placement United States History
 
Objective(s): Students will be able to analyze the programs of Lyndon Johnson’s Great Society.
 
Length: One block period, or two 45 minute periods
 
Standards: 
TEKS 9F: describe presidential actions and congressional votes to address minority rights in the 
United States, including desegregation of the armed forces, the Civil Rights acts of 1957 and 
1964, and the Voting Rights Act of 1965.
TEKS 17D: identify actions of government and the private sector such as the Great Society, 
affirmative action, and Title IX to create economic opportunities for citizens and analyze the 
unintended consequences of each.
 
Primary Documents: 

● Memo to the President from Joe Califano, White House Central Files, May 29, 1968
● Political Cartoon: “The Spoiler” by Warren King, July 15, 1967
● Poster: Student ‘Filibuster’ for Civil Rights, Legislative Background Files, Civil Rights Act 

of 1964
● Press Release: Clean Air Act, April 8, 1966, Legislative Background Files, Clean Air
● Remarks by the President on the Department of Transportation, Legislative Background 

Files, Department of Transportation
● Presidential Message to Congress on the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964, Legislative 

Background Files, EOA (War on Poverty)
● Political Cartoon: “I didn’t know I had it in me” by Warren King, Aug. 1, 1968 in The 

News (NY, NY)
● Political Cartoon: “Hard to close, once the gate is open” by Reg Manning, May 5, 1966 in 

Arizona Republic Syndicated
● Political Cartoon: “Woman’s work is never done” by Newton Pratt, Dec. 20, 1965 in 

Sacramento Bee
● Remarks and Picture: Signing of ESEA, April 11, 1965
● Remarks by the President on Meat Inspection Act of 1967, Legislative Background Files, 

Meat Inspection Act, 1967
● Memorandum for the President from Otto Eckstein on the Minimum Wage Bill, Aug 4, 

1965, Legislative Background Files- Minimum Wage Increase, 1966
● Memorandum for the President from Gardner Ackley- A Higher Minimum Wage? Aug 4, 

1965, Legislative Background Files- Minimum Wage Increase, 1966
● Letter from Emily Anderson, on Nursing Education, Jan. 13, 1965
● Remarks of the President on the Poll Tax, Legislative Background Files- Voting Rights 

Act of 1965
● Table: Incidence of Poverty by Education, Color, and Residence; by Dept. of Commerce
● Letter from Milton Black, on federal aid to education, Jan. 11, 1966
● Excerpts from the State of the Union Address, Jan 8., 1964
● Public Papers of the President: Remarks of the President with President Truman at the 

Signing in Independence of the Medicare Bill, 7/30/65, Box 155



 
Other Materials:

● “Great Society DBQ” handout
● Reading and Math Test Scores, Department of Education Report
● Federal Spending on K-12 Education, Department of Education Report

 
Background Information:
President Lyndon Baines Johnson announced plans for his Great Society program on May 
22, 1964, and he championed this message throughout the 1964 presidential campaign. This 
program took on many forms but its main components were the elimination of poverty, racial 
equality, and an update to the Medicare program. Other initiatives tackled problems with the 
environment, education, minimum wage, housing, transportation, public broadcasting, and 
much more. While many programs were amended or enacted during Johnson’s administration, 
arguments on the effectiveness of these programs are still debated today. In this lesson, 
students will analyze how essential some of the programs of the Great Society actually were.
 
Prior to class:

● Students would have already read the textbook chapter containing the Great Society.
● Gather all materials and documents. Place a copy of all primary/secondary source 

documents in a folder for each group.
 
Methods: 

Time Student Activity Teacher Directive

5 min Listen Explain the activity to the class: 
Groups will be given a DBQ question, 
and each group will be required to sort 
through twenty documents and choose 
5-8 documents that will help them 
answer the DBQ question. They will 
need to fill out the “Great Society DBQ” 
handout explaining why they chose to 
use each document.

2 min Form into groups Pass out 1 document folder to each 
group and 1 “Great Society DBQ” 
handout to each student.

20-30 min Read through the documents in 
the group. Students should begin 
to discuss if they think a certain 
document should be used in the DBQ. 
Each student should write on his/her 
own “Great Society DBQ” handout 
during this time.

Walk around to the different groups 
and ask for questions or give pointers 
to assist them, if needed. Ensure 
each student is writing on their “Great 
Society DBQ” handout.
 

3 min Listen Explain the next part of the activity: 
Groups will now switch with each 
other. On a piece of paper, each group 



will write the document numbers of the 
documents they chose. Groups will 
then switch, and share the document 
numbers with another group. The 
groups will then have to use the 
documents chosen by the other group 
to create an outline (with a thesis) for 
the DBQ question.

20-30 min Use only the document numbers given 
by the other group to analyze and 
begin working on an outline and thesis 
statement. The groups should work 
together, but each student needs to 
write an outline on his/her own paper.

Walk around to the different groups 
and ask for questions or give pointers 
to assist them, if needed. Ensure each 
student is writing an outline on his/her 
own paper.

2 min Turn in individual “Great Society DBQ” 
handouts and outlines

Collect papers

10 min Listen and participate Lead a closing discussion on the 
activity. 

 
 
Assessments: 
1. Informal Assessments: “Great Society DBQ” handout, Group outlines and thesis statements, 
and/or have each student write the actual DBQ essay for homework.
 
2. Formal Assessment Ideas:

● Quiz on Johnson’s Great Society.
● Give students a similar question to the DBQ question and have them write a free 

response essay in class.



























Great Society DBQ APUSH
 
Directions: Please choose between 5-8 documents for the following DBQ question. Briefly 
comment why your group chose each document below.
 

DBQ QUESTION: The programs of the Great Society were essential for the improvement of the 
United States. Assess the validity of that statement.
 
 
Document 1: 
__________________________________________________________________
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
 
Document 2: 
__________________________________________________________________
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
 
 
Document 3: 
__________________________________________________________________
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
 
 
Document 4: 
__________________________________________________________________
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
 
 



Document 5: 
__________________________________________________________________
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
 
Document 6 (if necessary): ______________________________________________________
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
 
 
Document 7 (if necessary): 
_______________________________________________________
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
 
 
Document 8 (if necessary): 
_______________________________________________________
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
 
____________________________________________________________________________
_
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